THE BROOKLYN MAYORALTY

MR. RIPLEY ROPES NOMINATED A7
A CITIZENS MEETING.

A MOVEMENT WHICK THE MACHINE CANe
NOT IGNORE—ADDRKSSES BY THE REV,
HENRY WARD BEECHRR, GEN, BARKES
BIGISMUND KAUFMANN, AND OTHERS.

There was a large and eminently respectabla
gathering of citizens ot Brooklyn in the Rink, on
Clermont-avenue, last evening, to Iindorse thg
movement recently started in favor of the ecandis
dacy of the Hon. Ripley Ropes for Nayor at the
approaching municipal election. A petition signed
by several thousand citizens of Brooklyn—mostly
Republicans—had been addressed to Mr. Ropeg
asking him to permit the use of his name in con«
nection with the Mayoralty, and the meeting
last eveuning was designed to give emphasig

to this reqguest. And thet ths meeting did
emphasize the request there <c¢an be ng

doubt, for the spacious building was crowded ta
fts utmost capacity by Intelligcent and representa-
tive men, who evinced a very emphatic approval
of the movement in favor of Mr. Ropes. At 9
o'clock the Rev. Henry . Ward Beecher, Gens,
Barnes and Christensen, and several other gentle.
men took the seats reserved for them on the stage
Among the more prominent gentlemen preseni
were Sigismund Kaufmann, L. S. Burnham, A. A,
Low, George A. Nichols, Assistant Distriet At.
torney W. C. DBeecher. Jeremiah P. Rob
fnson, Henry E. Pierrepont, John A. Tay:
lor, Seth Low, W. . allace, Ricbard
S. Roberts, Georgo 1. Seney, John T. Van Nostrand,
John T. Martin, and John Revnolds. Mr. W. J.
Coombs called the meeting to order and nominated
for Chsirman of the meeting Gen. Alfred C. Barnesy
and for Secretary D. H. Houghtaline, and thesg
gentlemen having been chosen unanimously, Gen.
Barnes was introduced and made a brief address,
He said in substance, ' We are assembled to-night
by an impulse that seems to be almost spontaneous
A very large number of people desire to call to the
chief magistracy of our city one vvho will adorx
the office and one who is inspired by good prinel
ples and pure motives., We are not disposed t¢
ignore the great political parties, but we want ta
point out to the leaders of the organizations the

wishes of the people in  this matter,
and, if possible, we desire to influence
the action of one of the great parties. 7The
next Mayor will be «clothed by the new
¢city charter with extraordinary powers. it is well
that it is to be so, for now the people of Brooklyn
will know where to place the responsibilities for
the administration. During the past era of
divided responsibility our local ofiicers have stood
around and pointed at one another whenever
any question of responsibility came up. In sucha
c¢risis as the present, publio attention i3 concen-
trated on a citizen who has lived many years
among us. He hus never sought aggrandizement,
but has taken an active and honorable interest in
public uffairs. A Spartan in houesty ard possessing
principles of the moat incorraptible nature, he wlll
be true to every trust and he is the man for the
hour.m™ Gen. Barnes, injclosing, expressed the hope
that the administration of public atfairs in Brook.
Iyn might become honest, pure, and above suspi-
cioun. His remarks were loudly applauded.

The Secretary read the (following rerolutions,
which weare warmly applauded by the audience.’
i'he name of the Hon. Ripley RRopes was received’
with tumultuous applause:

Whereas, The Mayor to be alacted by the eitizens of
Rrooklyu on the 8th of Novemnber next willt have the
absolute power of appointing all heads of depart-
ments, except tho Countroller and the Auditor, atso all
Assegeors and members of the Eosrd of Xducation as
tbelr terms expire: and

Wicereas, With this power, untrammeled by the
necessity of seeking confirination at the hands of the
Hoard of Aldermen, the Mayor can give practical
shiape to the whole administration of City atfairs:
therefore

Re-olved, That the vweifare of the tax.payers, the de-
vejopment of our manuarfdcouring and business inter-
ests, and the prosperity of the whole commuiity, tho
pouor and the rich alike, demand at this ¢rigia the elec-
tion, as Alayotr of Brooklyn, of a man who shall take
hiis seat 1ree [rom oblizations to political leadery, in
order that, as Mayor, he may be free to administer kis
greatv trust in the interest of the peopie; and

Resolved, 'That this meeting sces in the Hon. Ripley
Ropes the man in our cominunity best gualified in
this emergeney for the Mavor's oftice; & man at once
acguainted with city atrairs and in atl local matters
tree from the trammels of party machinery: a mau of
gound conimon sens¢, of good business judwment, of
spotless integrity, and of unfilnening courage, ard
we, therefore, commend to our feliow-=citizens with-
out distinetion of party the Houn, Ripley Rupe« as the
citizens® cholee for candiaate for tbe oftlce of Muyor.

After the adoption of the resolutions Gen. Barpes
introduced the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, who
ay he stepped forward to gpeak was greeoted with
an unugually enthuasiastic burst of applause, which
counrinued several moments. When the demonstra-
tion had subsided Mr. Beicher, referring to his in-
troductionas “*aclergymean,.’” sald.with 4 smile, that
he came forward not as a clergyvmaun, but as a citi-
zen, to show the affection he felt for all that per-
tauined to theo welfare and success of the city, and
to exemaplify his belief that it was the dutv of citi-
zens to meet together as counselors to se-
cure good government. I trust, said Le,
that the presence of ladies here is but &
harbinger of that time when mothers will attend
such assemblies as this to hear what the speakers
have to ray to their voting sons. The assemblage
ot the evening, he cousidered, was not so much an
jllustration of party fervor as the expression of a
personal interest on the part of eitizens, irrespec-
tive of party, in the svelfare and prosperity of thejr
city. 1t shows, lie continued, that tha people are
united in the demand, *' Give us the best, the very
best, man for the positlon.” True Republicans
and trae Democrats seemn to be united, and
it Is & wholesome thing for parties sometimes
to coalesce, and have what, if 1 undoerstood the
rame of cards, I should call &2 **new deal.”™ Tomy
mind this city descrves such service at our hands.
We have 2 population larger than that of many
States in the Union. Brooklyn, as a fair estimate,
has probably 600,000 people. And we have not seen
its best daya either. 1tisa city not ignoble for
its moral and intellectual development, for the
heauty of its public buildings, and for its
schools and churches. it is further spread
over a territory peculiarly adapted for the con-
struction of palatial residences, fine avenues, and
other ornaments to the Cominonwealth, and 1 re-
gard the duy as not far distunt when it will rank
second to none in intelligence, good order, and
wealth. And if New-York will enter into compe-
tition with us as to which ghall he the best
roverned and noblest city of the two, I
think it will be a grand and beneficial rivairy.
It may occeur to many that sucl: movements
as this revolutionize parties. Parties exist at
mutual guardians of the people’s intsrests, and,
their existence depends on  organization, and
organization necessitatesa ‘" machine.” Anorgani-
zation without 2 riachine is like an army without
organization There shouid be a *‘machine’ to
keep the party in order, and if there is 4 machine,
of coursze there must e men to run it, But the ten-
dencies of all power is. as we know, to lose gight
of the end of all government and concentrate
all thoughts upon governing. and the continuance
in control of the samie men from year to year has
the saame dewmoralizing oifects in its tendencies &9
grovy up ander an imperial or raonarchical system
of government. It makes men seltish, and over-
bearing, and despotic. No machine, therefore,
shouid exist except in ithis tempering atmos-
phere of the people themselves. Tsvo meth-
ods suegest themselves as  likely to  be
successful in attainipg this end. Where tha
machine has set up candidates selected simpiy
for personal and partisan reasons. when weo
know managers will dicker and bargzain, it is the
right of the Commonwealth to set aside all cau-
cuses and call their own candidates out of their
own ranks, saying, ** We want you whether you
want us or not.” 1 believe. in short, in the doctrine
oi election in a sense John Calvin never dreamed
of. When it becomes known that If the politicians
do not nominate candidates who shall be selected
for their fitngss, and not for selfish and partisan
purposes, the people themselves will make ths
nominations. I believe that that knowledge will
have such a restrainrinz effect upon the politicians.
that I do not despair of seeing within the bounds of
the millennium a pure administration of public busi-
ness. What 1{is there in the 20 men who
now govern us that renders them better
able than ourselves to govern us? 1t is our right.
We have never civen it up. It is our right to rige,
as a body of citizens, and say to the politicians,
appoint the men we want or we will break your
machine.” And when the potliticians protest that
we revolutionize and destroy the party in doing so,
.we will reply, conduct yourselves as you ought and
we won't destroy you.2sThe duty of a citizen does
ot end with the casting of his vote. I have heard
it said that I neld that the discharge of the duty of a
citizen was next to godliness. Why, I believe it to
be apart of godliness, and when we pray ** Qur
Father who art in heaven,” I think we sbould
pray also **Our Father and our Fatheriand.” A
citizen’s duty to that Fatherland is part of his
duty to his God. Wken the need comes fax
such action, as it has now, there ought
to be tumultuous uprisings of ‘the peopla
to dictate to the machine what they want and
who they want. 1 would, in short., have
public matters so conducted that the psople shal
discipline all party movements which are operated!
by thoe machine, and have the public sentiment so;
pomuipotent a8 to control the excesses of that ma<
chino and direot the manner in which it shaﬁ
work. The poiliticians may be the englingers, if yo
will, but you nfust make them feet that you arg
the Captain. By this course we may reack
the ldeul of true democratiot government. I
will be, in truth, the goverrment of tho people,
for the pecpie, and by the people. This new systent
of government which is to be begun after the come
ing election 15 one which ought to be tried. I be<
lieve in concentrated responsibility for the sake of
accountability., Let us select the man weo want.
give him the instruments he needs in his work, and
Jield him responsible for what he does. Why,
¥ I8 as much as a man's life is worth
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now to find out who 1Is responsible in
Brookblyn municlpal government. 1t is like
the E’ncwcters wbo know that a patient is sick, but
don’t know where the seat of his disease rests.
Under the rew charter we shall know who is re-
Eponsible and where to lay the blame when things
RO Wrong. The svhole matter isreduced to o nut-
shell and to that simplicity, unity, and acevunts-
bility that we have heretofore always lacked and
always needed. ‘'The duty of thenew dayorwill be
Lo sweep out tha departments and to tell the de-
linguent pubiic servants to go. Iders 2Xr.
Beecher pleaded eloquentiy for the exsteusion of
the schools, ax thke poor man's own institutions,
aod, referring to the reccut defalecations in the
Board of Education, he declared the new XMayor
would find this denartmnent wes one which partieu-
Intly niceded to be locked into and cleansed. Buf
Loere “were other departments where investigzation
and teform were necessary, and the people
ehiould inake strong efiorts to smend them.
dir. Deecher vext eulegized DMir. Xlopes in
glowin: tevms os an henest, capable, sagacious
men and ratricde citizen, end in a powerful ap-
peal Jeclured thut if Mr. Jlopes should Le the men
whom the peoplo of Broslkivn shali ask the conven-
tion to nerdnate for dMazyor, whoever divided or
Eprt asunder the unity of publle opinion put upon
himmself o resnonsibility whickh he (Mr. Beecher)
stould not Jike to ocarry. And when ths
timie came and the voice of tho Commonweaith
sball he heard, it was his design to vote for that
marn whom tho people shall call. The timo had
comne, 1o the sp2aker's mird, to attend to these
things on business principles. They wanted the
right, man in tho right place. Au elogeent perora-
tion brougzht to a closs the speech; which was
hailed with / great burst of enthusiastic applause,

Ar. Rigismund Kaufmann was next introduced.
He sald: When such & popular uprising of citizens
occurs as the present ors. the machine politiclans
may weil be alarmed. The gentieman propused
fur Mavor by the independent Republican cltizens
of Brcoklyn is very otjectionabio to the ‘“‘ma-
chine” becauss he i3 incorruptible &nd cannot be
managed in tho nterests of any clicquo or faction,
Mr. Ropes, ;tho speaker suid, rever bad maripu-
lated &anv primaries. ana had never made
any  political  bargaineg, and he was not
thekind of a man to mako any bargeingif he should
thance to ke elevated to the Mayoralty. ‘1he peo-
pie alons weroa to blame for the corruption that
oxisted in both partles, and the spesaker regarded
fhat large andaicnce as an indication that tho hetter
tlass of peopluweredetermined to secure areform.
tle was not in [avor of «dictating to the reguiarcon-
vention of either of the parties, but he believed
that i{ the peopie became thoroughly aroused in
bebhali of the movement in Mr. Ropes’s favor, the
Lepublican convention would be influenced to
gominate him by acclamation. The Republicans
of Brooklyn do not want a Mayor elected by thelr
votes to go into office as an exponent of the cohe-
give power of publiec plunder, but rather as the
cmmbodiment of all that is honest and upright. In
conclusion, the speaker formalltr nominated the
Flon. Rinlay Rones for Alayor of Brooxlyn. 'T'he
romiration wwas received with enthusiastic ap-
D.auase.

Mr William 11 Ileeman. in secending the nomi-
nation, £aid that he had been with the Hon. Ripley
Ropes in prliic affairs, and had watched him ia s
eitorie to nurify loeal polities. The speaker knew
fthat 2dr. Ropes was a man inagvery way qualified to
discLarge the Guties of the important office of
davor, and L2 haijled it 2s a good omen that thereo
ehouid be a pojular movemeont in favor of such a
man. e warmly seconded Mr. Xaufmann’s mo-
tion, which wa2 put by Gen. Barnes, and carried
nnaoimous:y.

Sir dokn A, Tovlor. Cemmissioner of Elections in
Drooklyn, moval that a committee of three be ap-
pointed to notify Mr. Ropes of histominavion. The
motion prevailed, znd Messrg. Kaufmann, Oliver,
acd Coombe ware appeinted as such g committee.
Ther at cace reiired in cuest of Mr. Ropea, A
Tevler made @ stirrlng eocech in favor of the can-
dizlney of M. FPones. lie saidthat he appeared be-
Tor= the gudielive as an ofiuce-bolder, hat he held
rhat thie 2uties of citizensiup were greater than
tha Gualies of a poelditieian 1o his partienlsr organ-
jzotion. Delclaved that there was o strong feel-
inz in faver ol ke relection of the Hon. Ripley
Reoes as dMayoern and he et certain that i7 the lat-
t~1 woulv conscut to become a caudidate he could
he electod Dy an overwhelming majoritvy.

Atter music v the orsxestra, Gei. darnes cailed
attention tn [0 fact that tiere werc several well-
Enosyon pemcecerats in the audienze. ana he coraial-
v welcomed ilicm to participation in the move-
ment i ravor of M Ttopes. e thien introduced
qer. Jonn B, Woodward., ‘fThe latter saia it was
true that e wos o Demeceratl, but he did not atterd

atine a8 & Demoerat. Ifa was thercas a
v #nd o Lix-paycer and he was deeply inter-
i in the caure of reform in the municipal Gov-
ernment. Uader the new charter the tnachinery
of the Drook!va City Govermment was likely to be
very mueh choazed, 2nd 'y wos esvential that a
£037 wen shousd pe gelzeicd to start thnd new ma-
ghinerT sight wud rua e right. Gen. Woodward
thounout thaat t1o Hon. Ripley Ropes was just the
‘man 19 take charge ol a.dxirs at this crisis, and
whitlo he 2 not propoese to 22ase to be alemo-
arac, e ol vildineg to mledge his support to any
mo.ament desizined to placs Air. Uepes in the
Licvov’s ahate '

Yhile the or-liestra vrus playing: another selsc-
biony the fiop, 2ir. Jiores cuntered tra hell in com-
noy withh the comniitfes and Senator Schiroeder.
When ihely presence beenme wnown iie eutire
iience proase and cehoere:dd lustily., and the band
shanz 2.2 Memmnsie to " Hall w0 the Chief.” Gen.
Barnes shooio Lands with dv. Renes. and, turning
to Sgnualor »earczder, recuesied iim to introduce
Hihe nexi Ainvor of BRircelkayn' to the andience.
Feanter Seqreoder, in eommiyine with Lthis reauest,
pald o was evistied that 17 Mre. Ropes would con-
ront 1o bo an indrpendent condidate ot Mayor, he
wonid 3 eleeiad in spile of all machinas., T was
rome Lime hofore the anplanse subsided sulficiently
ro ouabge Mo dropes te aldeoass tie meoctine., e
then vaid: This is ind=2o¢ on inspiring occasion,
Ana it basa sisijeant meaning, 1L i3 an onien

' con's aro hecoming aroused to thcir
N3 as citicens. The raedemption of

L‘-

i
hisly

i
public iacrals mests aloue with the people. ivery
an  ghould  learn weil the lesson  thut

thare are cerneain duties of eitizensitip which
sbiovuia bis pericerned ar auy sacritice, The spoakxer
rad toped tihat another thian himseif maigat bo se-
leried 10 1620 this movement, There vwere many
otuers, uo sz, who were abler and better fitted
tnan hitaself,  (xNumeroas cries of " No!uo! rno !l
e hag priratelv agzerted his wish {o be exempted
e che pominadt place in this movemeont that
Lad Leen teared lifin, 12t Lis sense of duty kad
Groliy prevailod, and he ecocld nou disrcgarnd
tha irewenlonus sppeal from his fellov-citi-
vons,  Ho o owounid wecept their  trasc. [Loud
aud pretonesd 2o plause.)  Qf e was elected Lo the
hnporiaut nitee of Mavor ho would endeavor to
cischuirre nis anty with an eve single to thein-
tevcets ol the rubiie. "The peorie who were assem-
so had a grear duty ro parform,
prc iber shon'? siol grow sveary in their work.
Twe suceesss 6o Wbis peopla’s movement resited €n-
tireiv with (his deople themselves. Their effor:s
weie Lhe oniy means of securing positive suceess.
The brief speec of Mr. Popers was rapturously ap-
platdzd. and ot its cloze hundreds pressed forsvard
to c¢lasp bis hand and congratulate him. Jdust
pice to  the adjournment of the meeting
commmitrees “wera appoizmited by the Cualr ot
follows:

rinarers.—1id it licughiallioz. C. T. Christense:n, W,

LN hitve, Jobn S Frottiosham, and Soeth Losw,

Conioin— Alenander Forean, ¢ohn B, Woodward,
Jonn A. Tavior, George B Fishier, W. . Fieemsi.

0 NGy the sepublican ity Cenuvention of Ilr.
Roves's Memingfion.—Jiohn . van Nostrand, L. 8. Burn-
nem, 2od T, ), buryea.

To) Notity the Dlemoeralic Convention of Same,—John
2 Ywoodward, Jobn T, Martin, and Jercmiah P. Robin-
~0n.
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